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The Community Foundation of Will County (CFWC) is proud to present our 2025 Annual
Report, reflecting another year of partnership, generosity, and impact across the region.
Throughout 2025, our community continued to demonstrate extraordinary commitment to
addressing local needs, supporting innovation, and strengthening the organizations and leaders
who make Will County thrive.

As we reflect on this year’s accomplishments, we celebrate our donors, grantees, volunteers, and
partners who helped advance our mission: to promote philanthropy, connect people who care
with causes that matter, and invest in lasting solutions that improve the quality of life for all who
call Will County home.

In 2025, the Community Foundation of Will County (CFWC) took meaningful steps to deepen
our impact, expand our partnerships, and make philanthropy more accessible to individuals,
families, and businesses across our region.

This year marked a historic milestone: CFWC was officially designated as a Qualified
Community Foundation (QCF) under the Illinois Gives Tax Credit Act (35 ILCS 60/170),
allowing Illinois taxpayers to receive a 25% state income tax credit for qualified gifts to
permanent endowment funds held at CFWC. This new tool significantly enhances our ability to
support nonprofits that serve our neighbors every day.

In 2025, we awarded 15 Community Partner Grants totaling more than $132,000, helping
build capacity for programs that support children, families, veterans, and individuals facing
health-related challenges. These grants, made possible by generous donors like you, are a
powerful reminder that when we pool our resources, we can accomplish far more than any of us
could alone.

With Gratitude,

Matt Schimanski
Board Chair, Community Foundation of Will County



About the Community Foundation of Will County

The Community Foundation of Will County is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life
throughout the region by:

* Supporting local nonprofit organizations through strategic grantmaking;

* Partnering with donors to help them achieve their charitable goals;

* Building permanent funds that provide sustainable resources for future generations;
* Serving as a trusted convener and catalyst for positive change.

Since our founding, the Foundation has worked to create meaningful, measurable impact through
funds, initiatives, and community leadership efforts addressing education, health, economic
opportunity, the arts, and the environment.

2025 Year in Review

Grantmaking and Impact
In 2025, the Foundation awarded grants supporting over 70 nonprofit organizations, touching
thousands of lives across Will County. Funding priorities this year included:

* Youth development and education — improving academic outcomes, expanding after-school
programming, and supporting early childhood development.

* Health and wellness — addressing mental health needs, increasing access to essential services,
and supporting senior care resources.

* Workforce development — providing job training, skills development, and employment
pathways.

* Community enrichment — advancing arts, culture, historic preservation, and environmental
sustainability.

Donor Engagement

This year saw significant growth in donor participation, with new donor-advised funds
established and increased contributions to community impact funds. Our donors continued to
demonstrate their commitment to strengthening Will County through planned giving, annual
gifts, and collaborative philanthropic efforts.

Community Leadership Initiatives

CFWC served as a convener on key regional issues, facilitating partnerships between civic
leaders, nonprofits, and businesses. Through leadership roundtables, workshops, and research
support, the Foundation helped organizations navigate strategic challenges and explore long-term
solutions.



Financial Overview
*Financial details will be finalized following completion of the annual audit. *

Preliminary highlights:

Total assets: $11,239,024

Total grants awarded: $846,919.67
New funds established: 3
Endowment growth: $978,538.85
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Stories of Impact

Spotlight: Educational Advancement Initiative

In 2025, CFWC expanded its support for youth educational success through targeted grants that
provided tutoring, literacy support, and mentorship programs. One highlight was the expansion
of a reading-skills program that reached over 500 elementary students, resulting in measurable
improvements in reading confidence and comprehension.

Spotlight: Community Wellness Network

A collaborative effort between local nonprofits, clinics, and mental health providers received
Foundation support this year, strengthening outreach and service delivery for residents facing
health and wellness challenges. The initiative resulted in streamlined referrals, improved access
to care, and better outcomes for families.

Looking Ahead to 2026

As we look to 2026, we are excited to celebrate 20 years of strengthening local philanthropy,
honoring the partners, donors, and nonprofits who have helped shape our community. We remain
committed to building on the momentum of 2025. Priorities for 2026 include expanding donor
engagement opportunities, strengthening our nonprofit capacity-building programs, and
deepening investments in community-driven solutions.

With the ongoing support of our partners, we will continue working toward a thriving, equitable,
and resilient Will County.
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